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13 September 1999                                                                                                                  Number: CIB-006/99
Customer Information Bulletin (CIB)

Networking Terms Defined


	Purpose:  The purpose of this CIB is to review  the different networking components  and equipment used to transmit information within the GEAC/UX PMS system.

	Terminology:
DTC – A DTC is normally used to connect to a remote site that is not located in the same building. A DTC is also used to make a serial connection to a printer, terminal, PC or interface using a network environment.The DTC eliminates the need to run a cable from the server to every single device. The DTC converts TCP/IP protocol to a serial line protocol.  

Hub – The hub is generally used to connect devices which are in the same building as the server. The hub is similar to a power strip, it organizes the cables associated with the devices and relays the signals to the server. 

Host – This is the actual Geac server which is assigned a hostname and an IP address for identification and communication purposes.

Bandwidth – In network communications, the amount of  data that can be sent across a wire in a given time. Each communication that passes along the wire decreases the amount of available bandwidth. If network traffic is high, 

system performance will slow down. For example, bandwidth is like automobile traffic. A two-lane road with a speed limit can accommodate only so many cars before there are too many and a traffic jam results. One can increase the bandwidth of a road by making the cars travel more quickly (which corresponds to using a faster transmission method in networks) or by making the road wider (which corresponds to using more wires in networks).
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